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1DA HOLMES,

OR TOE

Belle of the Fort.

be tuck prisoners. Howson'ever, its no
harm to wateh, for the red skins is onsar-
tin, ‘apecially them thievin Camanches
what rides like they growed to their
horpes.”

“What does he mean by a foroe coming
to our relief, Mr. Wilmer?" Asked Ida.

“The soldiers who deserted,” was the
reply ; “report that Mujor Dade was pre-
paring to leave the fort with a company
in pursuit of the Indians by whom you
were captured, and if so, we shall moeet
them, probably in a few hours, as they
eould not te far behind when the raseals
came to & halt lnst night. Should we meet
them, Misa Holmes, you will havean escort
ample for your protection, and my services
will no longer be needed.”

“And are you anxious so te be relieved,
sir?” whe asked, with an expression of re-
grot and disappointment.

“By no means! But I am anxious to re-
lieve your father, whose gratitude isstrug-
gling with his projudices at this moment.
I know hia foelings towards me, and
regret that he kAows so little of my char-

— -

IY R. ¥, THOMAS, |‘
Awnther of the “Young Colonel,’ the v itaffugoes,’
“Lilly Dule," the "Convent Prisoner,"
#lane Maston,” the *Rride of

an Hour," &ec.. &e.

" CHAPTER XL

Brrone sunrise our little party were all
astir, and eager to be in motion.  Idaarose,
much refreshed, and, thongh feeble, was|
in good spirits, and laughed, as she was
wont to do, when Wilmer tendered her the
wse of & neat comb and brash —articles she
had not seen since the day she laft the
fort. 'The business of the toilet dispatched,

1

she was summoned to the homely, but ‘

sbundant fare, from the Hermit's store, |
and for the fiest time, in her life, she re
alized the fhet that cironmstunces may im- |
part to the plainest food a retish groater
than that of the duintiest feast, when feast-
ing is the daily babit.

But time was pressing, and the men soon
loft 1da alone. and betouk themselves to
the task of saddling the horses, and seeur-
ing the surplus rifles npon the mustangs,
so recently the property of the three Tn-
dinn4, whose lifeless forms had been re-
moved some distanee, the night before, in
deference to Ida's feelings. Wilmer led
Ida's horse to the sideofthe fallen tree, from |
whivh she reached, with case, her seat in
the saddle, nud then turivg to Gen. Holmes,
he said :

Af vou think, sir, that your gscort is suf-’
fl--ir-nt‘ln ensure your safe return, I would
like to go forward further into the Indiun
tesritory."”

Mr. '\\'iimn-rf' said the General, earnest-
Iy, “I owe you more than I can ever hope
to repay ; you have saved my life and res- .
euod my daughter from a captivity, com-
pared with which, death were a blessing.
How then can I ask you to add another to
these obligations—onhanoced in value, as
thoy are, by the knowledge that they have
been confered in requital of injustice? No
sir, make no futher sacrafice for ua ; but
accept the assurance that, should it ever
be in my power to serve you, I will do it
at the hazard of my life”

o] believe it, sirl”" Wilmer replied. “But
the (nestion is not whether 1 shall make
a snerafice—for that is a small matter; but
whether you and your daughter will be
I
have an important duty to discharge, it is
but adelay of a few days is nothing

better satisfied with, than without me.

trus ;
compared with your safety.”

“Phen go with us Mr. Wilimer!™
Ida. “Like my father, 1 dislike to trespass
further npun your time, after all yon liave

rﬂill

Jone for ue, but we know not these men |
they have betrayed their eompanions, nnd
nm;' betray us.  You, too, know the coun-
tu: and suder your guidanee, T, at least,
will foel a seeurity that must be exchang
od for distrust, in your absence.”

The manuer, more than the words, in
fluenced Wilmer ; and as he gazed upon
Yior face, with its heightened color, and
voad the language of herploading cyes, his
course was shaped, and he avowed his pur-
poso not Lo quit her until her safoty was
ensired, e mountod his horse; and was
about to leave the lady in charge of her
fathor, whon the General remarked to hiw
that he desired to converse with the Her
mit, and would leave lda under his care
This mark of confidenco made Ida's hoart
boat with a warmer glow |
mare practioal, if not as impulsive and

[to disabuse him of his error,

but Wilmer,

notor, as to believe me capable of an at-
tempt to do him a wrong. Butl trust the
time is not distant when I shall be able
and takea
stand as his equalin birth and fortune.
PPardon my speaking so plainly, Miss
Holmes ; and whilst I would not forgets

“And is this the sole raason, Mr, Wil-
mer, why you are 0 anxious to leave us?
—I mean my father's prejudice!”

“No, Miss Holmes, thatis not the sole
And that you may understand
the motives by which I am influenced, I

reasou,

must state that, five years ago, two ladies
taken
prisoners by the Indians, and [ have reason
to believe they are alive and in the power
of Tatunkah. To liberaté them is the
dearest wish of my heart, and 1 had =et out
for that purpose, when T heard of your
misfortune and hastened to your reliefl”
Wilmer did not see the palor which
ovorspread the checks of his fair compan-
ion, whilst he spoke, nor the burning blush
which succeaded it, nor the struggle it cost
Lier to subdue thefeelings which shewould
not, for the world, have betrayed to him,
nor the slight tremor of her vuice, as she
replied :
* I knew not, Mr. Wilmer, the powerful
induccments held out to you to leave us,

both very dear to me,—were

or, believe me, I would not have been so
golfish as to insist upon your cowpany on
our return ; but it is not yot too late to re-
pair the mischief,—so let me persuade you
to depart, at onoe, upon your noble mis-
sion. I ean sympathize with the unhappy
captives, and it were eruel to postpone the
hour of their deliveranee.”

ST thank you, Miss Holmes, for your
gencrous sympathy, and the rememerance
of it will serve to nerve my arm for the
task before wme; butI eannot leave youn
until you are again in the fort, er under
the protection of o sufficient escort.”

“Oh, yes!" ghe exclaimed oagerlys “it will
be better for you to accompany us until
we meet Maj. Dade, and [ know my father
will permita part of theforce toaccompany
you in your perilous undertaking. To go
alone, is like seeking death—the very idea
ofit is painful.” And again she blushed at
the impotuosity of her feelings ; but could
not restrain them, and concluded by say-
ing :—“Promise me, Mr. Wilaer, that yon
will not go alone!™

or the first time, the idea supgested
{itsell to Wilmer, that he possessed a hold
apon Ida's aflections he had not suspected,
and, involuntarily, his eyes sought hers
but, as
invaluntarily, she looked down, as if to
avoid the seruting, and he saw only the
flushing cheek, and the hand raised, seem-

for confirmation of the suspicien ;

ingly, toadjust her curls, though, in truth,
v toll-tale blush. He did not
ik of engniry, but hastened

Lo Cvu"i'.nl L
prolong the |
ta rq-!_\-.

“Were 1 Mins
Holmes, it would compel me to abandon
I my purpose, or result fatally to those whom
| I would serve. The apperanceofan armed
foroe™ould be thesigaal for their murder ;
i:nnl it is only by stratagem that their de-

to make that Hrowmise,

liverance ean he effected. Since the day

I beenwe a froo man, my purpose has been

"_\u:l !‘llirlllll _\.‘lru .-.|,,||'\‘l‘|‘d.

acquaintance

fixed to snve thom or perish in the attempt."
' she said, “1
hope you will bring them to the fort;—it
would give me grent pleasure to make their
and to land them sll the

assistance inmy power,"
is & kind one,
Holmes, and highly appreciated ; but my

eredulous; saw in tho conduct of the Gen-
oral & manifestation of gratitude rather
and

“The invitation

than a change of purpose or opinion ;
acknowledzing, 1y a bow, his seuse of the
abligation, rads by Lda's side, preceded by
(Gen, Holiwes and the Herwit, and followed
il,‘ Mike Bloan and Joe Rullivan, who
wora roquestod 1o keep o sharp look-oul
for the first signs of approaching danger
Whhor's no danger naw,” said Mike
fur I heerd thew dosariers from the fort a
movin off throe hours ago , and the durn-
od fools tusk the baok track, and of a foree
is moomin out fur to recaptivate the Gin-
f,osure and

Orleans, and, perhaps under a differen
nawme from that which you now hear.”

latter supposition. Shounld I ever mee
you again, it will be as Ida Holmes.”

smi'e, ‘‘and yot not be the same Mis

' e L™ =i | ¥ 2an} a8 =
oral and Yie darter, they Ul m Holmes wlhmn 1 nomass bods

Miss
reminiscences of the past are not of so
plcuureahlr-u vharacter as to draw me

strongly to that point,; and should we ever
moet ngain, it will probably be in New

“You wre mistaken, Mr. Wilmer, in the

"That way well bg;" he replied, with a

| She blushed as sbie answered: «You al-
lude to my counsin Edward, sir, I presume.
A report has been circulation to the effect
that we are to be married; but it is without
foundation, I assure you. And if appear-
ances are to be relied upon, you will be
the first to enter the holy state of matri
mony."

“I hope not;" he replied. “My pros-
pects for such a change are gloomy indeed
—s0 much so, that I dave not indulge
8 hope.”

“Wall, her heart must be cold, indeed,
sir, ifit ean not feel all the warmth of the
most devoted love for one who is about to
hazard his life for her sake.”

“She may haven father," he replied,
with an arch smile, “who thinks such a
marrisge would disgrace his daughter.
Would you, in such a case, blame her?”
Ida was painfully embarrassed by this
remark, and dared not vénture a reply, lest
she might betray her conclousness of its
fit applioation to hersell. It was s rendom
remark, however, and would never have
heen made could he have fore-known that
Gen., Holines had said as much to his
dnughter, by way of rebuking her supposed
predilection for him. She feared that
Wilmer had, by some means, heard of her
father's objeetion, and, if so, he must know,
too, that it was her supposed love for him
that called forth the utterance of that ob-

| that he is your father, Tam truly solicitous [jection. She felt humbled by the reflection,
| that you shall not imbibe his prejudices.” | yet saw the impropriety ofsaying anything

that might lead him to believe he had
guessed the truth, when his remark might,
in reality, have been purely a supposition.
“Mrs. and Misa Elmore—the ladies of
whom I spoke—have neither husband nor
father,” He continued by way of relieving
her embarrassment ; “and I hope you will
pardon me for supposing a case, and ask.
ing your opinion upon it. To you, alone,
have I mentioned their names, and freely
would I disclose to you their history and
my connection with them, but for the fact
that T have vowed silence upon both points
until they are restored to their home and
their rights. The day is not distant I
hope, when 1 shall have the pleasure of
introducing them to you, and if you are
still—but no matter—I am growing gar-
rulous.”
“Nay! Mr. Wilmer, I insist on your fin-
ishing the sentence."”
“Excuse me;” be replied. “T was going
to say something imprudent, and wholly
unasuthorised by existing cireumstances.
Should we meet again, it may be entirely
proper to explain what I was going to say,
orsuch a change may have been wrought
in our relative positions as to make it, then
as it is now, improper.”
Before Ida could reply, her father fell
back, and enquired whether she felt fati-
gued by her morning's ride, and if she
did not desire to halt for awhile. To both
questions, she pave an answer in the
They had ridden about twelve
miles ; but so interesting, to Ida, was the
conversation, of which we have recorded
a fow remarks, only, that she was not con-
seious of the lapse of time, nor of the speed
with whieh they had traversed praric and
woodland. The point they had reached,
was an clevated oneg, and commanded an
extensive view in every dircction; and
during the halt occasioned by the General's
conference with [da, Wilmer had time to
use his pocket spy-glass in a survey of the
surrounding country.
“What do you see, Mr. Wilmer?" Asked
Gen. Holmes, who had remarked the steadi
ness with which the glags had rested upon
two particular pointa,

“I see,"” hareplied, “in front of us, Maj.
Dade with a company of abont ﬁl'()' men,

i

negative.

moving briskly in this direction ; and away
off to the right, a large band of Indians,
going Hast-—the first about two miles dis-
the latter,
distance.”

‘Then, lot us hasten to meet our friends!
Exclaimed the Genersl, with, exultation
in tone and look. And leading the way,
at a brisk pace, some twenty minutes found

tant ; lwrlmpﬂ, double that

the two parties exchanging joyful greet-
ings, and wone more heartfelt «than be.
tween Wilmerand Maj. Dade.
wore permitted to graze, whilst the whole

The horses

party, congregrated in the shade, and in
separate groups, interchanged questions
Ida's was the only sad face,
and as this was attributed to indisposition
and fatigue, it atiracted no special atien-

and answers,

tion—indeed, she was not noticed, after

being earnostly engrossed with Maj, Dade,
and the soldiers listening to the exaggera-
ted accounts of hia own prowess as Quently
detailed by Mike Bloan
against the body of a tree, in deep thought,
when she was aroused by Wilmer, who in-
vited ber to walk to » spring neas at hand.

“Wa shall part here, Miss Holmes," h
romarked, when they had
little fonntain that bubbled up at the basc
of a hillock, “and as my fale is unocortain

young lady of whom I am going insearch
s and this is my own likencss, |
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they would fall into the hands of savages,

tho oxchungoe of salutations, her fat)ier

if still in my possession, and if I esoape,
they can be reclaimed. But, if it be my
fate never to return, send the lady’s minia-
ture to this address, and mine—will you
keep it in rememberanoce of me?"

“] willl" she answered, with an effort to
choke back the tears that were already
trickling from her long lashes.

“Then let us say farewell, here, Miss
Holmes!" Aund he extended hia hand, in
which she laid hers, with a look that en-
cournged a tenderer partihig—at least he
thought so—and elasping her in his arms,
his lips, for & moment, touched hers, and

herself upon the turf and buried her face
in ber hands,

CHAPTER XIIL

WiLsmen returned to the party, and an-
nounced his purpose to leave at once. In
viin, Gen. Holmes and Maj. Dade bogged
him to return to the fort, promising that
he should not only be reinstated, but pro-
moted. He thanked them for their kind
wishes, but told them his connection” with
the army had ceased for ever. IHe bade
them all an affectionate adien, except the
Hermit, and turning to shake hands with
him, saw him, at a short distance, hastily
saddling his borse and kindly sdmonish-
ing Mike Sloan to join the army and
amend his ways. In reply to Wilmer's
question, whether he did not intend to
accompany the little army on its return,
he replied :

“No, my young friend! Where you go,
I will go alsa; if I ean not serve, I will
not embarrass you. Sosay no more about
it-=my mind is made up.”

Wilmer thanked him by n silent pressure
of the hand, and they mounted their
horses, when Mike went up to Wilmer
and said, in a low tone ;

“I'd go too, sir, ef you'd let me; but
kin do you more good by hangin round
'bout here. That ar gal, what's crying st
the spring, nint safe yit. Do you know
one Capt. Fritz, sir"

“Certainly !"  Wilmer answered with
evident interest,

“Well, he's the Captain of them desarters,
and he's gone back to'ards the fort, and
I'm goin to watch "em, and ef he doesany
deviltry agin that gal, I'll foller 'im to the
eend of the world. 1 hates the durned
scamp, and of he dont look out, 1'l hav
his skelp yit.”

“Well, Mike, I am going towards the
Red River village, and if anything shouid
happen, you will know pretty woll where
to find me; and, depend upon it, your
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[his identy, Edward Tolmes alighted in
| their midst. He was & young man of pre:
’pomuihg appearance; but his face in
dicated a kindly nature rather that
strength of intelleet or decision of charae
ter, and the warnith with which he greected
bis uncle and cousin, left no doubt of his
love for one, and respect for the othet,
Ida, whose hapless futo it was, to be
|embarrassed when self-poswession was

most needed, blushed and stammered, and  meeting his eye with a look of regret.— ' plu

[ fally conour with you-then
liver my lotter!™ \

“¥es, ho did, and I am teuly sorry that
I had no epportunity to answer it."”

“Nay, Ida, there is no cause for regret,
I'at least go far I min concerned, for it will
give me more pléasure to reoeive an answer
from your lipa than your pen."”

“And that withont reference 1o the
character of the amawer?' 8he asked,

thus left an impression upon the mind of | “But you haven't told me how you enme to

her cousin-lover, the reverss of that which
she desired to make; and even Maj. Dade
sighed as he thought he had at last learned

gently disengaging berself, and waving her | who was his successful rival. The General, | and learning, ‘
arm, as & sigoal for him to leave, she seated 'too, was an interested speetator of the | gone but s fow hours, 1 immediately net

meeting; but his daughter's embarrass-
mant did not deceive him, though he counld
notrepross the dawning hope that Edward's
presence would work a change in her
heart.

But time was flesting, and Gen. Holmes
gave orders for immediate preparations to
resume their journey, thenm turning to
Mike Sloan, he thus addressed him :

Well, Mr. Sloan, you and your friend,
Mr, Sullivan, have placed me under heavy
obligations by the timely assistance you
rendered my daughter and myself, and I
am most anxious to repay them. Will
you go with us to the fort, that I may have
an opportunity to do so?"

“Me and Joe's been a talkin, Giner'l,
'bout what we'd do next, and haint
adzactly greed yit. As fur the matter of
obligations, Mr. Wilmer's the chap what's
titled to "'em all—he done all what was
done, coptin the rifles Joe aud me tuck
from them ‘desarters, and that wont much,
fur they would'nt a show'd fight no how."

“But Mr. Wilmer will not accept any-

thing in return for his services, and I am
willing to pay you for your good intentions,
even if you did nothing. I would like to
enlist you, or give you employment as
scouts.”
“We'd sufficate in the fort, Giner'l ; but
ef you'll set us to watchin red skins we
mought do sumthin in that ar line, bein
as how we're used to it."”

“Very well,” said Gen. Holmes. “You
may follow the band of Indians we saw
this morning, and find out where they are
going, and for what purpose. You shall
receive the regular pay for such service,
and Maj. Dade will furnish you with
powder and lead, if you need any."

“We've nuff of that, sir, what we tuck
from the red skins and the desarters; but
ef the Major's got any licker to fill our
flasks, we'll trouble him far a leetle of
that—cold water dont gree with my
stomick "thout sumthin too take the chill

services shall be well rewarded. Good-
bye."”
He rode rapidly away, as if anxious to
loose sight of those he left behind him,
and the Iermit was by his side, resolutely
bent upen sharing all the perils of the
adventure. With the best wishes for their
safety and success, we leave them for the
present, and accompany the weeping
maiden whose unsolicited heart she had—
as she candidly acknowledged to herself
—unwisely given away. But hope rarely
deserts the most wretched, and as she
gazed upon his miniature, and remembered
his acts, his looks, his words, hope whis.
pered that her love was not unreturned,
and funcy fashioned the theory that he
was engoged to another, and his homor
hound him to fulfil that engagement ; but
that his love might be hers, Could she
but know this to be the case, she thought
she could ealmly resign him and live con-
tent with the knowledge that Lis hearl was
hors, though bis hand was another's.
Fancy sometimes plays wild freaks with
maidens' hearts, and, aided by hope, rears
castles in the air beneath whose erumbling
ruing are buried blighted prospects and
withered wuffections—Ileaving mnothing to
live for, in the future, and =~ ‘hing, in the
past, for memory to look back upon, but
the grave of happiness. Fortunately how-
ever, sunh instances are the exceplions to
the genoral rule—ladies’ hearts being, with
an ocoasivnal exception, too elustic to

break under any weight Cupid can apply ;
and the mischief-loving elf, being tvo
shrewd to shiver his playthings, permits
them throw off the weight of disappoint-| him the advantage of a beginning point, | yranspired, wo shall not trouble the reader
ment that he may renow his game— and he immediately said
Whether Ida's heart was of the elastic
kind, that ean love for a weok, grieve for| 1.\ Mr Wilmer dslivored wy lotter ac-|ed with open arma by itsanxious oscupants,
an hour, and thon love again, or was of % cording to promise, though I feared ho| Bell Brown, sineorcly penitent, wept in
material from which an impression can not | might intentionally forget it.”

off m it,”

the two parties soon seperated—their
courses lying at right angles to each other.
Maj. Dade took his place at the head of
the column ; and the General, wishing to
converse with him, rode by his side, leav-
ing Ida and Edward to bring up the rear,
taking the precaution, however, to detail
two of the soldiers as moving sentinels on
either side of the main body,

lda was exceedingly nervous, and,
solicitous to stave off the subjeet which she
readily perceived was uppermost in her
cousin's mind, and plied him with ques-
tion after question about home affairs,
such as deaths and marriages of absent
friends—oity fashions and city scandal—
every thing, in short, about which a lady
might be curious, after an absenco from
home of more than six months, and in a
place so secluded from the world, Bui
she could'nt keep up the game for ever,
snd, laughing at her inordinate inquisitive-
ness, she becamo silent.

“Have you any more questions to put?”
He asked, while joining her in the laugh.

“Not unless you will give me a little
time to think, Edward, *‘But 1 have a
favor to ask ;"' she conlinued-—ocalling up
all her powers of self-control ;' “and that
i1, that you will dismiss all grave suljects,
for the present. I have been quite sick,
and the trials through which I have passed,
have left me nervons and weak."

Had she thought for month, she could
not have devised a better mode of defeat-
ing her own purpose than the one she
adopted for its accomplishment—it gave

“Then, I may infer from your roquest,

Mike's demand was complied with, and

She was reelining

reached the
I wish to entrust to your koeping these
two minaturos, Thisis the likeness of the

ntended to

s iMed

be obliterated without destroying thowhole | v . 40 him injustice, Kdward, if you

texture, is a queation that her biographer |y kieve him capable of failing to fulfl a
can not decide, with the lights now before| promiso—he in too gemerous and noble to
him. Suffico it to say, for the present, she stoop to any sugh mesnuoss,”

was unbappy, and suffored none tho less| .y, o bappy, st any rate, Ids, in hay
from feeling the nocessity for hiding her .. o carnest a defendor.”

grief from prying eyes, She driod her| uf yways defond the absont;” she re.
tears, and placing tho miniature noor her
hoart, rejoined her father,

Sourcely had she placed herself by the demands it.”
General's side, and answered a question or|
tw ) propounded by Maj. Dade, in reference |
te her bealth, when a horseman was seen
approsching from the direction of the

and befnre castesiurd could eettle Wilmm

fart in the grlintats of whas

plied, “when truth will permit me to do
80; and never assail them, wunless juli-:o|

1 stapd corrocted, fair copsin, and|society
somowhat steruly robuked for a remark m‘;‘:" “ o bt aded by the
designed more as 8 vomplimont to your| o loa of the societ
chavms than as an aocusation against Mr.
charaeter,

’be in this wild region!”

J I leatned what had happened to you,"
{ he replied, “us soon as 1 reached the fort,
too, that Maj, Dade had been

out in pursuit, and the result you know,
And now, Ida explain what you mean by
your rewark about the charaoter of your
answer.”

“Let us drop that subject, Edward, until
we reach the fort,” ‘

“And why drop it, Ida? Yon know
what has brought me from New Orleans, |
and you know the grounds upon which I|'
rest my hope that I have not come in
vain. You can uol have forgotten your
promise to love me always, nor can you be
unmindful that I have lived upon that
prowise, cherishing the hope of its fulfil-
ment as the sole security for my future
happiness. Then why this desire to avoid
the subject, when you have had such ample
time to prepara for it?"

“Edward!" She replied gravely, “we
have been raised as brother and sister,
and as a sister I have loved you, and love
you still; and when I made the promise
of which you speak, my age ought to have
been a suffigient assurance that I dreamed
not of pledging you the love of a wife,
nor had T the remotest suspivion that you
so construed it. I have no brother, unless
you will permit me still to look upon you
as such, and you have no sister unless you
consent that I may still stand in that re-
Iation to you. 'We were happy as children,
in each other’s love, let ua still be happy,
united by the same tie."

“And is this to be the end of my long
cherished hopes?’ He exclaimed, with
emotion. “Idn, what can have wrought
80 great a change in you?"'

“There is no change in me, my dear
Edward | I love you now, as | have ever
loved you; and it pains me deeply to
know that you have mistaken the nature
of that love. Not for the world would I
dislress you, did T not know that a com:
plisnce with your wishes must end in
misery.to both, you are young, weslthy
and amisble and the love you ask of me
will readily be accorded to you by some
one more worthy than I. Then let me
still be your sister, and do you forget that
youn ever wished me to be anything more."

other, and my hopes are blighted for ever.
I haye but dreamed of happiness to awake
to a life of migery."

She was moved, even to tears, by his
distress ; but feeling her inability to com-
fort him, was silent. Modesty forbade
her acknowledgement of love for a man
who had never breathed a syllable of love
for her; and yet her integrity forbado the
denial of a charge which she keenly felt
to be true. Mutually suffering, they rode
in silence, for a considerable distenoo,
when Ida said abruptly:

“Edward, let us make a compromiset"

“I can not concieve,' he replied ; “what
you mean by 8 compromise ofa matter
thai can be settled in but two ways—one
of which you bave already chosen. But
I am ready to hear your proposition.”

“It is this; if you will agree to press
this subjeot wo further, for the present, 1
will agroe to roturn with you to New
Orleans, with a solomn promise to become
your wife whenever you succeed in con-

|in size with that

{preserving that golden mien iu )

“Ida, T see it all now,—you love an-|

ro.A lu
in'the Newbu Hernld says: “";,,
fwe will say u Te rds on . Don"t

{eall ws u bear, fair readers, nor thy
away this paper in disgust, for we ure not
‘about to Ea our brothoer knights of the
‘quillin their orusade ngainst o ;
but, Don Quixotte like, wo will sspouse
| the cause of distressed damsels, though wa
“face & frowning world.” We hereby add
an article to our confession of feith.” We
believe in hoops. Mind, we say Asops,

ml number.

Deliver us from that abominable, single,
hogshosd hoop, which many ladies wear
about knee high, showing its entire sha

|through a single fimsey skirt,

‘down by its weight-the drees to the
'of a eone, while the part of the skirt
low the hoops, flaps, winds and reefs sround
it in every wind that blows. Not much

|improvement is the addition of one or

two o'her hoops, unless they are
ated in size according to the height of |
wearer, and covered by sufficient skirts
hide the skeleton, than which notiing
could be more hidoous, unless it was's
veritable skeleton from the graveyard,
“The only skirt that Ioor unifor
graceful, is that made of a series of raltan,
whalebone or brass hoops, extending from
the waist to the feet, gradually increasiag
graceful swell that giv
to the dress the airy contour of a blue-bell;
te
taste

y |

circumference that modesty and good tag
will ever dictate. The hoops in this skire
should be 50 near together that they will
lose their individuality, and ‘make no sign’
under neath the thinnest summer
for herein liea the advantage and w!
philosophy of the hoop movement, itins-
much as it allows one skirt to give that
fulness and grace which has hitherto beon
attaiable only by a half dezen,
After all, the genuine crinoline is
thing, which, as its name imports, is a kin
of hair cloth, which by its own innate vir-
tue, without the aid of hoops, will proe
serve its elasticity and inflated character
without the awkwardness that at times is
iﬁ:epnrahlo ﬁ-mn]l its llmlnble imitator—s
o expense is the only objection to its
genarllp adoption, whic,h, If?)r ' h'k'
sake, we hops may soon be removed.

sar Wo recommend the foll y
simple puzele, from the Augusta Dispateh,
to the notice of our delinquent subseri.
bers+

Mg. Epron:—Will any of your sum.

erous sabscribers solve the accom
puszele in plain English, for the
1

Perrirren —Ta ”E’"*"i romes In%l:
from an old grave-yard in Allentown :
recently, two bodies were found to be pet.
rified—one perfectly and the other '
s0. The one was found to be nlmot 3
perfeot as it appeared in life, but turn
into a solid stono. It had been buried 14

years,

— e e

A young Miss, in Manchester,
skating the other day, broke through
ice into twelve feet water. Her hoope
skirts made a wide ring on the ice a
bnoyed her up until she was —
While in this midway predicament, (the
fair skater muts have been cold in the ex-
treme.— Erchange, >

Don"t know about her being cold %in
the extrome,” but she certainly muthq
experienced a cooling scnsation from the
waist down,— Hickman Times. -

At a fashionablo city party—low necked
dresses o prominent feature—DMiss Besss
addressed hor country cousin :

“Cousin Bam, did !’ﬁ\'l
glorioua sight before !’ i i
“ Never, since I was weaned /"' said Samg
Llushing.

?'Oll over boo 8

A young lady is supposed to e lo bh,li
for the fellowing :

What did the eat say, as she lmkm
of the window when the Ark got agr

“Is that ‘ar a ratl”

vincing ma that it will be for our mutual
happiness. You ahall have every reason.
able opportanity, and I will aven strive to
make my feolings accord with yours."

“I acoept the proposition,” hesaid, “with
| no groat confidenoe thatitwill insure to my
benefit, but because it inspires a hope,
which issunshine compared with the gloom
;;lreudy thickening aronnd wy hoart,"

With this understanding they pursued
| thoir journey ; and as nothing of intorest

[ with ita details. Suffice it to say, they
arrived safely at the fort, and were weloom.

Ida's arms, and confessed, and obtained,
'pnrdnn for, her sins-—promising mever to
offend auain

! TO BE CONTINUED,

New York Trid

"

A correspondent of the
une, who writes himsolf *A Kuropean,
says that the secrots of the attempts made
| i 3 h Emperor b
upon the life of the French per ‘ ¥
Ltaliana, is that Louis Napoloow, while a

dorer, was o sworn membor of & searat
o mlnwn as the Carbonari, This
rensgads member,

{. formally condewnol
Lt desth, and recelved nntiew of the deem
which surely awaits hiw.”

Ilﬂl

“] say Pat, what are you abo
out the room?’ *“No," snswers Pat,
ping out the dirt, and leaving

|in
1T am swoe
{ the room."

o :
\

its

al-

The aun is enlled uling, fingu
supporting and sustall v, wnd
finding her the wherewl

ways as she does of a night, snd from,
being obliged to koep such a fumil
{atars, The moon 1s fominine, been
is constantly changing. The ehu
feminine, becauso she is married todhe

State ; and timoe [s masenling, becauss he
is trified with by tho ladies.- '[n..:f :
WIf “"m not at homo from the yarty #o.
might at ten o'oloek.” sald & husband te
his better half, “don't wait for me.,,
“That | won't,” said the lady .
ntly, [ won't wait, Lut I'll coue for you,”
He returnad at ten procisely.
A BTG
o1 believe,” said a tall represen
<that 1 aw one of the tatlest mem
[ the House,” =“Yoa,” ndded o fnﬂeﬂ repre-
soutative, ‘and the dimwent, too,”
e ——
“Po tey to talk a little eommon ﬁ
suid & lady 40 ber visiter. 0! but
w't dhat be taking an valair advaniage of
| you T

iy

r

\

| 6w TO nru.:; A Cunwnpy - “It's
iwﬂ;h.: waid Pat, “to build & chime
enm howdd ane Lriek Gp, and wed

uadee 117




